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Introduction
Inorganic phosphate (P) plays an important role in every living
cell. Therefore its intra- and extracellular concentrations are
tightly regulated. Specialized transport systems localized in the
plasma membrane or in membranes of various organelles are
involved in the adjustement of the intra/extracellular P1 concen-
tration to the specific needs of the individual cell and/or of the
entire organism.
In this Symposium issue—based on a recent Forefront Meeting
on "Phosphate," held in Switzerland in September 1995—we
present a series of short reviews on different aspects of cellular
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and organismal P1-handling. Obviously, special emphasis is given
to the renal P1-handling since the kidneys play a central role in
whole body homeostasis. We hope that this issue is a 1995 update
on the renal handling of P1 and on some selected aspects of
P-transport in other tissues and cells as well as on some mecha-
nisms involved in P-recognition and P1-dependent regulation such
as phosphorylation.
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Also, we thank the editors of Kidney International for the oppor-
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